Summary by Program

Anthropology
· Methods

· Questions embedded in course exams.

· Exit survey of graduating seniors.

· Monitoring of graduate student teaching.

	Anthro Outcomes
	Anthro Use of Outcomes

	Embedded question on ANT 401 exams: the number of correct answers maintained last year’s strong improvement.
	Continue to monitor alongside feedback on the ANT 401 major requirement.

	Very positive feedback on and participation in undergrad research.
	Expect new facilities to enable dept to offer additional research opportunities.

	Disparity among majors about importance of communication skills.
	Ongoing discussions at faculty meetings.

	Evaluation of student interaction w/faculty, staff, advisor, & GTAs.
	a. new facilities will enhance all interactions;

b. full-time advisor to be hired; 

c. 2 new faculty hires in areas identified by students’ interests;

d. faculty member oversees 200-level intro courses and monitors GTA teaching.

	Disparity in perceived utility of upper vs. lower division courses.
	Ongoing discussions at faculty meetings.


Anthropological Sciences
· Methods

· Questions embedded in course exams.

· Exit survey of graduating seniors.

· Monitoring of graduate student teaching.

	Anthro Sci Outcomes
	Anthro Sci Use of Outcomes

	Embedded question on ANT 401 exams: the number of correct answers maintained last year’s strong improvement.
	Continue to monitor alongside feedback on the ANT 401 major requirement.

	Very positive feedback on and participation in undergrad research.
	Expect new facilities to enable dept to offer additional research opportunities.

	Disparity among majors about importance of communication skills.
	Ongoing discussions at faculty meetings.

	Evaluation of student interaction w/faculty, staff, advisor, & GTAs.
	a. new facilities will enhance all interactions;

b. full-time advisor to be hired; 

c. 2 new faculty hires in areas identified by students’ interests;

d. faculty member oversees 200-level intro courses and monitors GTA teaching.

	Disparity in perceived utility of upper vs. lower division courses.
	Ongoing discussions at faculty meetings.


Communication
· Methods

· Exit survey of graduating seniors.

· Internship supervisor ratings.

· Gauge of student participation in research.

	Comm Outcomes
	Comm Use of Outcomes

	Students understand principles & theories of communication and the role of communication in society.
	No changes made.

	The major provides for improved critical thinking and analytical reasoning skills.
	Undergrad Stds Committee will discuss whether research methods courses should be prereqs for major or upper-level courses.

	The major provides for improved communication and public speaking skills.
	No changes made.

	Students are satisfied with internship opportunities and experiences, and perceive that internships can help their careers.
	For ’07-’08 assessment, internship supervisors responded to a more thorough evaluation sheet than last year’s; had been developed by the Undergrad Stds Committee.

	Level of student participation in research-related experiences and honors thesis projects is acceptable.
	a. over ’07-’08, students had been encouraged to participate in research;

b. a new honors curriculum has been developed which will encourage students to pursue honors theses.


Criminology
· Methods

· Internally created standardized tests of students’ knowledge in each of 3 core courses:

· classical sociology – administered in all sections of a core course (488) 

· essential research methods – administered in all sections of 2 core courses (487 & 549)

· Exit survey of graduating seniors

· Survey of alumni

	Crim Outcomes
	Crim Use of Outcomes

	Results of standardized tests of core disciplinary competencies are satisfactory.
	Undergrad Stds Committee considering changes to statistics/methods sequencing to improve students’ quantitative skills.

	Students are able to formulate empirical hypotheses, are satisfied with training in their major, can differentiate among and apply theoretical perspectives, understand the discipline’s research methods.
	No changes made.

	Department is satisfied with alumni survey results with respect to job placements and salaries, and with the percentage pursuing graduate or professional education.
	No changes made.

	Department seeks to improve experiences for their honors majors.
	Ongoing discussion in Undergrad Stds Committee.


Economics
· Methods

· Exit survey of graduating seniors

· Student evaluations of instruction (SEIs)

· Large-scale statistical analysis

· Review of department records

	Econ Outcomes
	Econ Use of Outcomes

	Students report improved knowledge of mathematics and statistical analysis, economic processes, and public policy issues; students report improved logical thinking skills and use of analytical tools.  Disappointment with student-reported satisfaction with faculty interaction.
	Will analyze assignment of instructors to courses, develop mathematically intensive upper-level courses, begin faculty assessment of lecturers, and institute training and evaluation for GTAs.

	Economics courses do not improve performance in other courses.
	Plan to develop a large-scale quantitative evaluation of curriculum; analysis to better target interventions.

	Mixed results from students as to whether lower-level courses provide adequate preparation for upper-level courses.
	Analyze instructors’ course assignments; review content of lower-level courses.

	Students report satisfaction with advising exactly at dept criterion.
	Review advisors’ availability.

	Dept dissatisfied with number of internships opportunities.
	Better publicize existing opportunities; increase number of internships; consider adding a classroom component to internships program; new coordinator to oversee internship program and expand it by 25%.

	Dept dissatisfied with number of students engaged in research.
	Better publicize existing research class.


Geography
· Methods

· Exit survey of graduating seniors

· Embedded test questions in upper division course

· Structured focus group

· Alumni outreach

	Geog Outcomes
	Geog Use of Outcomes

	Dept satisfied with results of questions embedded in Geog 460 exams.
	Expand to all 4 specializations in the major.

	Substantial increase in student satisfaction w/preparation for employment or grad schools as measure through focus groups and alumni.
	Formalize alumni & student contact through interactive panels; develop formal alumni survey; evaluate internship & individual study courses’ evaluations.

	Dept concern about students’ facility with methods of the discipline.
	Identify assessment measure.

	Current curriculum not adequately reflecting the state of the discipline.
	Development of new curriculum; development of measures to assess new curriculum.

	Dept dissatisfied with number of students engaged in research.
	Redouble efforts to promote Honors theses, Denman participation, and other independent research.


Journalism
· Methods

· Exit survey of graduating seniors

· Internship in Journalism survey

	Journ Outcomes
	Journ Use of Outcomes

	Students reported: unsatisfactory understanding of principles and theory; satisfactory understanding of the role of journalism in society; unsatisfactory improvement in critical thinking and analytical reasoning skills and integration of knowledge from other fields; satisfaction with internship opportunities and experiences.
	None currently planned.

	Dept dissatisfied with number of students engaged in research.
	Development of new courses.

	Students reported dissatisfaction that upper-level courses increased knowledge & skills required for the major.
	Lantern experience is being revised.


Political Science
· There were no assessment efforts in the Department of Political Science during 2007-2008.

Psychology
· Methods

· Exit survey of graduating seniors

· Survey of Psych 699 students

· Alumni survey

· Student Evaluation of Instruction (SEI) data examined

· Embedded testing in Psych 100

· Grades in Psych 300 & 320

· Lock-step sequencing of major courses with minimum grade requirements before students can advance

· Evaluation of research: grading; presentations; scholarships; senior theses

· Field placement performance

· Formal degree progress monitoring by academic advisors

	Psych Outcomes
	Psych Use of Outcomes

	Dept satisfied with results of embedded test questions (Psych 100), reflection papers, and research experience program.
	Will increase percentage of embedded test questions.

	Dept satisfied with results of Psych 300 & 320 grades; satisfied with number of students participating in Psych 699, Honors theses, Psych research colloquium, Denman Research Forum, non-OSU poster fora, number of students receiving research funding through SBS and/or ASC.
	Develop plan to assess non-OSU poster presentations.

	Dept dissatisfied with student response on Psych 699 survey.
	Evaluate clarity of questions in survey.

	Students report adequate understanding of ethical issues involved in psychology.
	Develop an ethics in psychology course in the longer term.

	Dept concern with respect to students’ ability to communicate research findings and extent to which the major enhanced communication skills.
	Monitor effects of H783 change.

	Students report dissatisfaction with opportunities for practical learning experiences.
	Evaluate clarity of question on Graduating Senior Exit Survey and better publicize dept opportunities.

	Results of alumni survey.
	Develop way to track internship experiences.


Sociology
· See summary for Criminology major above.

Speech & Hearing Science
· Methods

· Exit survey of graduating seniors

· GRE scores

	SHS Outcomes
	SHS Use of Outcomes

	Dept is satisfied with students’ response regarding preparation for postgraduate plans.
	None planned.

	Dept concern about student success rate in pursuing graduate school.
	Will track ranking of graduate programs in which graduates enroll.
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